
 

Camelford Air Quality Consultation Summary 

A total of 41 responses to the online consultation were received (35 of those 

completed the questionnaire).  Six leaflets were returned and in addition three 

letters and 1 email were received.  There were 55 people in attendance at the 

drop in session on 6th March who provided verbal and written comments. 

Results of online survey 

Question 1: About you 

Of the 38 people that answered this question (more than one answer could be 

provided), 55% regularly drive through Camelford and 52% live in the town.  

15% of responses to this question were also received from people who work in 

Camelford. 

Question 2: What do you think about the measures proposed in the action 

plan? 

A total of fourteen measures were suggested as part of the consultation.  

Respondents were asked which of the measures they thought would improve air 

quality in the town.  The most popular option was to investigate the bypass 

option, closely followed by the option to investigate an alternative route for 

HGVs.  Many people also thought that improving the efficiency and frequency of 

the current bus fleet was important as well as better enforcement of parking on 

yellow lines. 

Respondents were also asked which measures they thought would not improve 

air quality.  An engine anti-idling zone in Camelford was the least popular idea 

followed by a campaign targeted at reducing engine idling and promoting local 

car share. Promoting the use of low emission vehicles and the existing electric 

charging point, and investigating signage to promote air quality improvement 

messages were equally unpopular with residents. 

Respondents were unsure about the Eco Stars scheme to help business fleet 

operators improve emissions or promoting sustainable school travel. 

Question 3: Pick the 5 actions you would most like to see happen 

The five most popular actions were: 

1. Investigating the bypass option 

2. Investigating an alternative HGV route 

3. Working with hauliers to reduce through HGV traffic 

4. Enforcing no parking on the yellow lines on the A39 

5. Improving the efficiency and frequency of bus services 



 

Question 4: How else could air quality in Camelford be improved? 

Although this question asked for other ideas about improving air quality, many 

respondents used this to promote their thoughts on the bypass.  However a few 

new ideas were raised including: 

• Block off the A39 from the car park to Co-op at weekends and divert the 

traffic 

• Remove the pavements to increase roadspace 

• Display live air quality data for drivers to encourage them to use the A30 

• Introduce a 20mph speed limit through the town 

• Introduce an electric car club 

• Provide a link from Camelford to Bodmin Moor and the Camel Trail 

(enabling pedestrian and cycle link to Bodmin) 

Question 5: Do you have any other comments about air quality in Camelford? 

Most responses again take the opportunity to call for a bypass. 

Cornwall Council Public Health Service commented that increasing active travel 

would be beneficial in Camelford in terms of improving air quality and health.  In 

Bodmin CNA, 28% of children measured in the National Child Measurement 

Programme were found to be overweight or obese and 14.4% of patients are 

registered as obese on the Chronic Disease Register, compared to 11.8% 

average for Cornwall.  54.7% of adults across Cornwall are classified as 

physically active, below the England average of 57%.  Linking with the Camel 

trail would provide an opportunity to help to address some of these health and 

wellbeing challenges by providing opportunity for active travel and physical 

activity.  Public Health also suggest improving Workplace Travel Planning within 

the town. 

Written responses 

A total of 10 written responses were received.  These were similar to the online 

responses received.  All but one of the respondents supported a bypass, 

however other options are supported including working with hauliers to re-route 

HGVs, a targeted vehicle anti-idling campaign and improvements to the bus 

fleet. 

Summary 

Clearly most residents and businesses support the option of a bypass.  However, 

whilst Cornwall Council has committed to exploring this option, it is not a quick 

solution and no funding to develop a business case or construct a bypass is in 

place.  Even if the bypass becomes a reality, it is likely to take up to ten years 

from now before it is open.  In the meantime, we still need to act to improve air 

quality in Camelford and this is the reason for suggesting other options which 



 

are likely to be required to help improve air quality until a decision is made on 

the bypass.   

Changing behaviour is likely to be one of the most effective measures to 

improve air quality.  Many responders felt that the problems were caused by 

holiday traffic and HGVs, however we know that 45% of pollution is caused by 

private diesel cars.  Therefore, everyone has a role to play in causing the 

pollution problems as well as solving them.  If we can all make changes to our 

travel behaviour we would all see the benefits. 

Vehicles waiting at the traffic lights and to pass through the ‘pinch point’ at High 

Street are clearly contributing to the problem and are also a source of frustration 

for other road users and pedestrians.  Despite the fact that an anti-idling scheme 

was one of the least popular ideas amongst respondents,  if enough people can 

be persuaded to switch off their engines when waiting at the traffic lights this 

could have a positive impact on air quality.   

The Air Quality Action Plan will now be updated taking the responses into 

consideration, and the final plan will be published in due course. 


